
A Workgroup of the California 
Water Quality Monitoring Council  

 



}Update the Water Quality Monitoring Council 
on the CCHAB Workgroupõs efforts 

 

}Solicit input from the Council on work 
products the CCHAB Network is developing  



}2006 ð The Statewide Blue - Green Algae 
Working Group  

 

}2007 ð Draft Blue - Green Algae Voluntary 
Guidance Document (updated 2010)  
ÁThresholds based on WHO guidelines  

 

}2012 ð OEHHAõs Toxicological Summary 
and Suggested Action Levels to Reduce 
Potential Adverse Health Effects of Six 
Cyanotoxins  



 

}December 2014 ð CCHAB Network met and 
agreed to update the Voluntary Guidance 
Document  
ÁFormed a Guidance Update Subcommittee  

 

}February 2015 ð Joined the Water Quality 
Monitoring Council  

 



}January 2016 ð Present updated 
components of the Voluntary Guidance 
Document to the CCHAB Network  

 

}February 2016 ð Present the updates to the 
Water Quality Monitoring Council  



}Can be found at:  
Áhttp:// www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/environhealth/

water/Documents/BGA/BGAdraftvoluntarystatewide
guidance - 07 - 09 - 2010.pdf  

 

}Purpose  
ÁTo provide guidance to local, state, and tribal 

regulators to protect people, pets, and livestock 
from the effects of toxic cyanobacteria in non -
marine water bodies in the state of California.  

 



}Volunteers from the CCHAB Network  

 
ÁTribes (Karuk and Yurok Tribes)  
ÁLocal Environmental Health (Humboldt County)  
ÁCities (Santa Cruz & Watsonville)  
ÁLocal Irrigation District (Solano)  
ÁWater Managers (PacifiCorp)  
ÁResearchers (SCCWRP & Aquatic - Ecosystem Sciences)  
ÁWater Boards (State & Regional)  
ÁOffice of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment  
ÁCalifornia Department of Public Health  
ÁU.S. EPA 
ÁCalifornia Department of Fish and Wildlife  

 
 
 



}Certain portions of the Guidance Document 
were updated first.  

 

ÁTriggers  

ÁSignage  

ÁDecision Tree  

 

üA Narrative was added to help describe 
the steps in the Decision Tree.  

 

 

 



}These are only portions of a larger document  

}Short Term Goals  
ÁBring these parts  to the full CCHAB Network  

ÁPresent these to the California Water Quality 
Monitoring Council for review and comment on 
February 23, 2016  

ÁMake them available to the public before the next 
bloom season  

 



}Long Term Goals  
 

ÁContinue working on other portions of the 
Voluntary Guidance Document  
 
ÁIncorporate changes as needed in the 2016 

revision process  
 
ÁUpdate the entire Voluntary Guidance Document  

 
ÁDevelop a web portal to help make the 

information more readily available.  
 

 



}Provide clear direction for decision makers  
 
}Provide processes to help protect the public  
  
}Allow for varied local circumstances  

 

}Keep it Simple!  

 

 

 







}Provides explanation of the steps in the 
Decision Tree  

}Not intended to provide comprehensive 
details of each subject  

}Comprehensive information will be available 
in other documents  

ÁFull Draft Voluntary Guidance  

ÁSWAMP field and laboratory SOPs  

ÁWeb Portal  

 

 

 

 



}Box 1A  
ÁFor visible or suspected bloom event  
 
ÅVisible suggestion  
ÅMeasured chemical factors  
ÅSatellite imaging  
ÅHistoric evidence  

 

}Box 1B 
ÁSuspected human or animal illness or death  
ÁConfirmed human or animal illness or death  
 

(1A)
Bloom Event: Visible or 

Suspected?

(1B)

CHAB-Related 
human or animal 

illness










































